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Richmond Community Schools Places 

Proposal on November 5th Ballot 
 

The Richmond Community Schools Board of Education has approved placing a $38.7 million 

bond proposal on the November 5th ballot to fund improvements at all Richmond Community 

School facilities. 

 

Voter approval of the bond proposal will increase the current tax rate by a projected 1.45 mills and 

cost the average Richmond homeowner about $12 per month.  Most residents will pay less.  

 

The bond proposal addresses needs in four major categories: 

 

1. facility updates, including roofing replacements, upgrades to electrical and heating and 

cooling systems, improving energy efficiency, and replacement of school buses; 

 

2. student safety enhancements, including adding a secure entryway at the Richmond 

Middle School, upgrades to PA, fire alarm, and clock systems, replacing sidewalks and 

parking lots, and adding emergency generators; 

 

3. improving the learning environment by updating classrooms, maximizing current 

instructional spaces to accommodate projected student enrollment increases, and 

constructing additional classrooms to support preschool and early childhood programs and 

projected enrollment growth at Will L. Lee Elementary School; and, 

 

4. improving athletic facilities, including construction of an auxiliary gym at Richmond 

High School, installing synthetic turf on the football/soccer field to improve student safety 

and to allow for expanded use of the field, replacing fencing at the athletic complex and 

fields, improving baseball/softball dugouts, relocating and remodeling weight rooms, and 

replacing lockers. 
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The bond proposal was developed following a comprehensive facility assessment. “The facility 

assessment process led to a bond proposal that will affect every classroom and instructional space 

from ceiling to floor in the Richmond Community Schools,” said School Superintendent Brian 

Walmsley. 

 

“If approved by voters, the bond proposal will address a majority of infrastructure needs that have 

not been touched since the last bond proposal in 2013,” said Walmsley.  In addition, student 

enrollment is projected to increase by 100 students in the next five years.  “Space will have to be 

created at all three schools to accommodate projected student enrollment increases.” 

 

According to School Board President Sarah Gillies, “A successful bond proposal will provide the 

School District with the needed revenue to update and improve our school facilities and provide a 

learning environment that supports quality instruction.”  Gillies said School Board members 

believe voter approval of the ballot proposal will be a positive step forward for Richmond students 

and the Richmond community.  “We have a strong community that will come together to help 

residents understand the need and benefits of successfully passing the bond proposal.  I also believe 

a successful election will have a favorable effect on homeowner property values and the reputation 

of the Richmond community,” she added. 

 

Superintendent Walmsley said the school district will be producing informational materials and 

making community presentations to explain the various components of the election proposal.  “We 

want to make sure members of our community understand the ballot proposal, and that all of their 

questions are answered before the November 5th election.” 


